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FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION

by Pastor Glenn Huebel

Every October we celebrate
the birthday of the Lutheran
Church, which traces its
beginning to Luther’s
nailing of the Ninety-Five
Theses to the door of Castle
Church in Wittenberg,
Germany on October 31,
1517. Through this reform
movement the central
doctrine of justification by
grace for Christ’s sake
through faith was once again
proclaimed boldly
throughout the world. One
of the great benefits of the
Reformation was a renewed
emphasis upon education,
especially the education of
children. Luther wrote his
Small Catechism to help
fathers teach their children
the six chief parts of
Christian doctrine. He was
also a very strong advocate
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for establishing Christian
schools for boys and girls.
The Christian education of
children remains a major
strength of the Lutheran
Church today. The following
abbreviated sermon was
preached in the late
nineteenth century by Rev.
William Arndt, a Missouri
Synod pastor. His message
is as relevant today as it was
then. Enjoy.

A Sermon by
Rev. Edward L. Arndt

Text: Luke 2: 41-52

As soon as a man has
become a true Christian, he
is ripe for heaven. His sins
are forgiven. A perfect
righteousness is his. Heisa
child of God and an heir of
eternal life. What then can

be Godbés i
a Christian on earth after his
conversion?

When God permits true
Christians to remain in this
world, He has other objects
in view. Through such
Christians others are to be
won. Every Christian is at
once to become a
missionary. A Christian who
did not do mission-work
would have missed the
principal aim of his life T
provided that such a person
could really be a Christian.

But the field in need of
mission-work is large,
worldwide. If it is to be
properly worked, there must
be no waste of time or
energy. Where then is the
Christian to begin? What
mission is to absorb most of
his energy and time? Which
is the most important? Let
me, by Godods
youeé

THAT THE MOST
IMPORTANT OF ALL
MISSIONS IS THAT
AMONG OUR OWN
CHILDREN.

For:

1. This needs mission-work
most.
2. This can be carried out on
the largest scale.
3. This promises the greatest
success.
(Continued on page 2)
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That you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that by believing
you may have life in His name. —John 20:31
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From Generation to Generation, cont.

If all children were like the child
Jesus, there would be no need of
missions at all, at least not among
children. What a wondrous child He
was! While His parents err, He not
only holds the straight path, but also
leads them aright. His bodily
welfare being lost sight of, His only
concern is the welfare of his soul.

But, my dear hearers, where else do
we find such a child? The whole
world harbors not another.
Throughout all the millennia its like
was not born. Our children are all
by nature corrupt (Ps 143:2;
Eccl 7:20). Their reason

1s blinded, there is

nothing so difficult for

them to comprehend as
Godbés holy W
will is inclined to evil (Gen
8:21). Left to themselves,
they find not the way to
heaven, but to hell. Born

of the flesh, they are

flesh (John 3:6). They

are by nature heathen

and as such sorely in

need of mission-work.

But are not our children soon after
birth born again in Holy Baptism?
(John 3:5,6). Does that not make
them children of God? It does; but
that only shows so much more
clearly that mission-work is
necessary among them. In fact, it
exposes them to new dangers.

Them the devil tries to seduce more
than any others. Of heathen children
he is sure; Christian children have
been torn out of his claws. Snatch a
l' ionbds prey
grow furious.

the blood of Christian children is
greater than for that of other children
(Luke 11:24-26). It has almost
become a proverb that children of
very pious parents are so impious.
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Why is this? The devil longs for

them more than for any others. The

surer it is that a child is going to
receive a truly Christian education;
the greater the trouble to which
parents go to impart it; the greater
the care with which parents watch
over their chil
carefully does Satan lay his snares;
the more stubbornly does he insist
upon his plans for their destruction.
Or do you think the soul of a mere
child is not sufficient wages to

reward such exertions on the part of
the prince of darkness? Satan is not
such a fool, as many
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parents are, who style themselves
Christians, and who think that, as
long as a child is a child, it matters
little whether its soul be taken care
of, or not. He knows that his care
counts. He knows that upon them
depends the future of his kingdom.
If, therefore, when a child is born,
God places a good angel in its
charge, the devil is sure to follow
suit and place there an evil one, aye
seven, if necessary (Luke 11:26),
perhaps a legion (Luke 8:30). He

f r o m knows that, as there is no surer way
S ¢ of building up the church than

bringing up children in a Christian
home, sending them to a parochial
school, and keeping them under the
care of the church throughout their
youth: so there is no surer way of

d easure—~

I TimoTHY 1:14

destroying the church than through
the child.

If, therefore, we do not want to
surrender the whole kingdom of
God to its worst enemy, our first and
supreme care in mission-work must
be the mission among our own
children.

Another reason for pushing this
mission more than any other is that it
can be carried out on the greatest
scale.

No other mission has so many
workers. Why were Joseph and
Mary ordinarily so zealous in
bringing their child up in the
nurture and admonition of
the Lord? Because through
Moses God had said, And
these words which I command
thee this day, shall be in
thine heart: and thou shalt
teach them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of them
when thou sittest in thine house,
and when thou walkest by the
way, and when thou risest up.
By these words the parents of the
child Jesus, as well as all other
parents, have been formally installed
as missionaries; fathers as well as
mothers, for here there is no
distinction of sex. What other
mission has ever had or still has so
many workers?

No other mission can do as much
work upon the individual soul.
Children have always been a
considerable part of the membership
of the church, at least one half. But
this great number is divided up into
exceedingly small groups. Can any
other mission ever get as much work
from its laborers for the single soul?

(Continued on page 3)
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From Generation to Generation, cont.

But did not these parents (Mary and
Joseph) prove themselves unfit for
their high calling? In this one case,
yes; but, would you therefore argue
that our mission among our children
must be inefficient because its
workers are not always so well
trained workers as those among the
heathen or in the pulpit? God has
come to their assistance. Not only
has He given them able assistance in
our trained Christian schoolmasters,
but He has instituted a high school
for their benefit, which, as far as
effective instruct goes, has not its
equal in any education scheme: the
office of the holy ministry. While at
other schools men are instructed for
a time, and after graduation are left
to grapple with any difficulty as best
they can, Christian parents are
throughout their lives taught,
admonished, reproved, corrected,
inspired to do their mission-work
well.

Never can such work be carried out
on a broader, grander plan, than that
laid out for the mission of parents
among their own children.

The most important point, however,
is that no mission promises such
great success.

The search of Joseph and Mary was
long and painful, but it had a happy
ending. Never was a shepherd,
seeking a lost sheep, more agreeably
surprised, than they. Yet, although
their child was so very different from
our children, similar success is sure

to every parent who does his duty
faithfully. The
seeketh fi
with greater force than here.

If a missionary is sent to a heathen
people, he invariably encounters

ndet ho

distrust. He is thought to seek his

missionaries have such an

own profit, the copportunity? What masters in et c.
has taken a man 0 seducationthen should parents grow i n
the confidence of some of them. to be!
But what father or mother could not
easily gain t hei rIfmission-work ever can have ence
its whole heart! success, it must have success when
parents do their duty upon the hearts
Parents may be inexperienced, of their children. If ever the Word of
ignorant. But one advantage they God is quick and powerful, it must
have above any missionary living; prove so here. It does. Experience
they know their child. Their daily teaches that the children of really
conversation with their children Christian parents seldom go astray.
brings to their knowledge all the Even where they do, it is often clear
chil drends pecul i thatthe Christianparents werenot bl e
them to take advantage of them. If without fault like the parents of Jesus
only filled with a fervent love of and even then their labor, as far as it
Jesus, they can easily lead their pleased God, is not in vain. Nothing
children the right way. has so much contributed to the
phenomenal growth of our dear
Parents have charge of their children Lutheran church in this country, as
at a time when they are most easily the work of Christian parents, either
and most lastingly influenced. At personal, or through Christian
the chil dbs t end eschools. i s
soft as wax. Any image can be
impressed upon it, be it glorious or God bl ess our chiloc
infamous. Blessed the parent that May He prosper all that our pastors
indelibly impresses upon the tender and teachers do for them. But above
heart the living image of the Savior. all may He help every father and
mother to realize the great necessity,
Parents can employ means which no the sweetness, the sublime
missionary can. They can not only opportunity of their calling that puts
teach, but they can also put the Goddés own chil dren

example of a God-fearing life before
their children without intermission.
They can also chastise.
Many a man (and also
woman) has later confessed
that they have been saved
from wrong and sham by a
judicious application of the
rod. According to the
Scripture, Foolishness is in
the heart of a child, but the
rod of correction shall drive
it far from him.” (Prov
22:15).

Parents have their children
under their influence for a
long time, generally into
manhood. How many

MISSION PROJECT

and enables them, if not to lose
them, to lead them into the temple of
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A Heartfelt Thanks to a Good and Faithful Servant

Mr. Ray Main served in our Academy since 2004,
when he took up the task to begin our first School of
Logic. He went on to oversee the beginning of a
School of Rhetoric and served as Principal of the
Upper School and Headmaster of MLCA.

Last year, even though our Upper School was
suspended for financial reasons, Ray and other
dedicated members of the MLCA Upper School

- staff gave of their time to graduate the five students
of our senior class. This is but one example of the
unselfish and servant attitude
consistently demonstrated by Ray in our Academy.

On September 26, the church sponsored a retirement party for
Ray. Former co-workers and students were on hand to publicly
express their thanks. One student no longer living in Texas wrote
a song and posted it on YouTube for us to see and hear.

Everyone feasted on Texas Barbeque with all the fixings. Ray
was presented with a commemorative snow globe, a scrapbook of
his Upper School years, and cruise tickets for himself and Vicki.

We thank God for all the bll"
service!

Stewardship Dinnerd September 25, 2010

_TEng

Our Board of Stewardship sponsored a dinner on Saturday, Sept. 25.
After an amazing dinner, with an even more amazing créme brilée
for dessert, Mark Grill of Thrivent Financial gave a brief presentation
on Parents, Kids, and Money Matters.
With him was Diann Higgins, who spoke
separately with the children in attendance.

Each child received a piggy bank to help

him develop and keep
spendo pl an.

Many thanks to Charles and Melissa
Youts for the delicious dinner and to the
members of the Stewardship Board for all
their work in organizing this evening!

Page 4 MESSIAH MESSENGER



Sing to the Lord a New Song by Vicki Main, Music Director

Sing to the LORD a new song . ... —Ps. 149:1

Our new hymn for October is LSB 834, O God, O Lord

of Heaven and Earth

O God,
Thy living finger never wrote
That life should be an aimless mote,
A deathward drift from futile birth.
Thy Word meant life triumphant hurled
In splendor through Thy broken world.
Since light awoke and life began,
Thou hast desired Thy life for man.

Our fatal will to equal Thee,

Our rebel will wrought death and night.
We seized and used in prideful spite
Thy wondrous gift of liberty.

We housed us in this house of doom,
Where death had royal scope and room,
Until Thy servant, Prince of Peace,
Breaches all its walls for our release.

Thou camest to our hall of death,
O Christ, to breathe our poisoned air,
To drink for us the dark despair
That strangled our reluctant breath.
How beautiful the feet that trod
The road that leads us back to God!
How beautiful the feet that ran
To bring the great good news to man!

O Spirit, who didst once restore
Thy Church that it might be again
The bringer of good news to men,

Breathe on Thy cloven Church once more,

That in these gray and latter days
There may be those whose life is praise,
Each life a high doxology
To Father, Son, and unto Thee.

O Lord of

The text for this hymn was written by Martin H.
Franzmann (1907-1976) who was a LCMS theologian,

professor, and composer. He graduated from

Northwestern College and then entered Wisconsin
Lutheran Seminary. In 1936 he became a professor at
Northwestern College and ten years later in 1946 he was

h e a v called to teach at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis,
Missouri. While there, he became Chairman of

Exegetical Theology and also served as chair of the

Synodical Conference, a member of the LCMS

Commission on Theology and Church Relations, and
was the 1962 LCMS representative to the Lutheran
World Federation. He died in 1976 in Cambridge,
England where he taught at Westfield House (house of
theological studies of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of England). We have four other songs in our hymnal for
which he wrote the text T In Adam We Have All Been
One [LSB569], Our Paschal Lamb That Sets Us Free
[LSB473], Preach You the Word [LSB 586], and Thy
Strong Word [LSB578]. In addition to hymns, he has
written five books by Concordia Publishing. Richard N.
Brinkley also wrote a biography about him entitled Thy

Strong Word: The Enduring Legacy of Martin
Franzmann.

Jan O. Bender (1909-1994) wrote the melody for this
hymn and named the tune Wittenberg New. He was a
20" century church musician, composer, organist, and
teacher. Jan Oskar Bender was born on February 3,
1909, in Haarlem, Holland - exactly 100 years to the day
after the birth of Felix Mendelssohn. In September 1960
he moved to the United States after receiving a call to

teach at Concordi a

Teacher 6

Nebraska. From there he went to Wittenberg University
in Springfield, Ohio to be an Associate Professor of
Composition and Organ from 1965-1975 when he
retired. He made many significant contributions to
church music both in Germany and in America. During
his long career, he wrote about 2,500 compositions,
including 444 choral pieces, 816 for organ, 54 for brass,
2 for instrumental ensembles, 932 for keyboard (piano
and/or harpsichord), 102 songs, 83 handbell pieces, and

one textbook.

%7’— Issues, EtcC.

Christ-Centered Cross- Focuseo‘ Talk Radio

Listen to what you want, when you want at www.issuesetc.org
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The Water of Life

6 What does it

mean? The LCMS defines
Evangelism as
preaching the Gospel. It is that
activity of Christians which tries to
bring unregenerate (not spiritually
reborn or converted) mankind under
the influence of the Gospel and to
win and keep
Historically, the church began as an

evangel i st iNowthme v e

who were scattered went about
preaching the word (Acts 8:4).0

was the evangelistic fervor of the
early church that enabled it to
achieve remarkable success with
God's blessing. The great

C 0 mmi s.SGo theneford and
make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you. And
behold, I am with you always, to the
end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)
It is Gods direction to us, His
direction to you the missionary.

As the church became more
formal in organization and
institutional in operation, it lost the
pristine zeal for evangelistic activity.
The lowest ebb of evangelistic fervor
was reached in the Middle Ages, but
a revival was born with the dawn of
the Protestant Reformation. In
modern times the Great Awakening
in England and America was the
evangelistic program of the church.
Large meetings were held in tents or
auditoriums or out in open spaces, to
which the general public was invited
and at which unconverted were
called to repentance and faith by
highly emotional addresses. God
used these revivals to accomplish
His purpose, “so shall my word be
that goes out from my mouth; it shall
not return to me empty, but it shall

na

soul

Evangelismi You are the Missionary

accomplish that which I purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for
wheclal vest it. O(Fs. 55:11)
Unfortunately the emotional
extravagance and insincere
professionalism that characterized
many meetings lowered their
reputation and subjected the entire
moveinantrto suSplicion oBsjpiritusl
fraud.

m eT‘ﬂeteVange%stic spirit has
revived in American Protestantism
post WW II. Intensive evangelism
programs were launched and many
laymen enrolled in courses designed
to make them more proficient in
witness for Christ. Thousands were
trained in visitation evangelism.
Millions were won for the church in
the early post-war years. By means
of radio, printing press, motion
picture, television, and other modern
media, and personal witness the
LCMS has contributed to
evangelization.

Why should you care? From
the Commemoration of St.
Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr - Go
through bars and fences to those who
are imprisoned for the sake of Your
name, strengthen them for a good
witness, and let them not waver in
the confession of Your name. Teach
us through their example, and the
example of so many holy martyrs, to
be ever watchful for the confession of

. what

What does it mean, why should you care, and how you should participate?

Your Son's name. Let us not be to
put shame when the evil foe lays his
hand on us. But if it is Your will
that we be persecuted for confessing
as our Lord and only Savior, then
support us by Your grace that we
may withstand all trials, and grant
us peaceful rest... The prayer asks
to teach us through their example
and the example of so many holy
martyrs to be ever watchful of the
confession of Your Son's name. We
should be active participants for the
confession of Christ's name. We
should pray that through the
example of those who have suffered
in the past and those now suffering
that we would be strengthened to
look for, and seize, every
opportunity presented us to confess
Christ, and to do so regardless of
what suffering may come our way.
The opinion of many is to keep to
themselves rather than exclaim
Godobés Word and
embarrassment. Our task is to
simply confess Him and the result of
that confession upon others is in the
hands of the Lord. We do not
control that nor shall we ever. And
it's a Savior we are confessing not a
strategy of church growth. That's
He demMands
everyone who acknowledges me
before men, I also will acknowledge
before my Father who is in heaven,
but whoever denies me before men, 1
also will deny before my Father who
is in heaven (Matthew 10:32-33).
May the Holy Spirit move you to
acknowledge Christ to others. You
are the missionary!

How you should participate?
Your level of involvement is for
your ability but
you should be involved. Messiah
Lutheran Church separates the

(Continued on page 7)
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Water of Life, cont.

Evangelism effort into two basic
parts, Evangelizing and Missions.

Evangelizing can be as simple as
inviting new neighbors to church,
being kind to church visitors on
Sunday and talking to g to track the
visitors so that we can talk to them
later and maybe just keeping the
narthex picked-up for a pleasant
appearance. Sounds simple and it is
what we are supposed to be doing
every Sunday. Sometimes it is just
letting people know that our church
is in town and preaches Christ
Crucified. We can use help in very
simple tasks and it is not going door
to door.

Missions are a multi-disciplined
effort to share and teach Christ to
others through local, national,
international and military outlets.
Your part can be to actively
participate in local connections like
the Community Storehouse or Angel
Tree Ministry. Nationally we

Z N

support POBLO and Ongoing
Ambassadors for Christ.
Internationally we have the Braille
Center where you can provide hands-
on translations or help other
translations efforts through The
Lutheran Heritage Foundation and
The Luther Academy. Disaster relief
and support of the needy occurs
through LCMS World Relief and
Human Care as well as awareness for
those persecuted for confessing
Christ though Voice of the Martyrs.
Our Military personnel need the
Good News from home to keep their
faith strong and to help them in very
challenging conditions. Letters and
packages from Messiah can keep our
Saviords |light
All of these can be supported by
simply donating money to the
sponsored activities at Messiah or by
getting more actively involved. Ask
me how you can help at Messiah.
You are the Missionary.

As Messiah Lutheran Church
reinvigorates the entire Evangelism
program I ask you to please:

9 Pray for the Holy Spirit to swell
inside of you to confess Christ to
others

9 Pray to God for the desire to
participate in the Evangelism
program through one element of
evangelizing or missions listed
above and to be the missionary.
Pray for the Mission for the Church
- Almighty God, You have called
Your Church to witness that in
Christ You have reconciled us to
Yourself. Grant that by Your Holy
Spirit we may proclaim the good
news of Your salvation so that all
who hear it may receive the gift of
salvation; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen

Pax Christi
Paul Kohlmeier
Board of Evangelism

October Bible Reading Schedule

hea

1: Deut. 2:16-37 Matt. 11:20-30 22: Deut. 21:1-23 November
Matt. 6:16-34 12: Deut. 11:1-25 Deut. 22:1-24:9 1: Deut. 34:1-12
2: Deut. 3:1-29 Matt. 12:1-21 Matt. 16:1-12 Matt. 21:1-22
Matt. 7:1-12 13: Deut. 11:26-12:12 23: Deut. 24:10-25:10 2. Jer. 1:1-19
3: Deut. 4:1-20 Matt. 12:22-37 Matt. 16:13-28 Matt. 21:23-46
Matt. 7:13-29 14: Deut. 12:13-32 24: Deut. 25:17-26:19 3. Jer. 3:6-4:2
4: Deut. 4:21-40 Matt. 12:38-50 Matt. 17:1-13 Matt. 21:23-46
Matt. 8:1-17 15: Deut. 13:1-18 25: Deut. 27:1-26 4. Jer. 5:1-19
5: Deut. 5:1-21 Matt 13:1-23 Matt. 17:14-27 Matt. 22:23-46
Matt. 8:18-24 16: Deut. 14:1-2,22-23, 14:28-15:15 26: Deut. 28:1-22 5. Jer. 7:1-29
6: Deut. 5:22-6:9 Matt 13:24-43 Matt. 18:1-20 Matt. 23:1-12
Matt. 9:1-17 17: Deut. 15:19-16:22 27: Deut. 29:1-29 6: Jer. 8:18-9:12
7: Deut. 6:10-25 Matt. 13:44-59 Matt. 18:21-35 Matt. 23:13-39
Matt. 9:18-38 18: Deut. 17:1-10 28: Deut. 30:1-20 7: Jer. 11:1-23
8: Deut. 7:1-19 Matt. 14:1-21 Matt. 19:1-15 Jer. 12:1-19:15
Matt. 10:1-23 19: Deut. 18:1-22 29: Deut. 31:1-29 Matt. 24:1-28
9: Deut. 8:1-20 Matt. 14:22-26 Matt. 19:16-30 8. Jer. 20:1-18
Matt. 10:24-42 20: Deut. 19:1-20 30: Deut. 31:30-32:27 Matt. 24:29-51
10: Deut. 9:1-22 Matt. 15:1-20 Matt. 20:1-16 9: Jer. 22:1-23
Matt 11:1-19 21: Deut. 20:1-20 31: Deut. 32:28-52 Matt. 25:1-13
11: Deut. 9:23-10:22 Matt. 15:21-39 Deut. 33:1-29

Matt. 20:17-34
. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Messiab batheran Chareh & school
 ome s 1981 % 0 fh X 2011

Early Childhood Centé817) 438139
Classical Academy{g): (817) 428486

Sunday Worshiig:00 am. & 10:45 a.m.

R Watch this space in future newsletters for information regarding the upcoming 30 year

Rev. Glenn Huetfnior Pastor anniversary of Messiah Lutheran Church.

Rev. Dennis Kitzmassistant Pastor Currently we are in need of wedding, baptism, and confirmation photos that took place at
: - : Messiah. If you would like for these photos to be considered for a display during our
N VAT 8L TE 220 (6 555 SRR i history festival, please put them in the Hoebelheinrich mailbox by October 10th. Please
Mrs. Heather Heitmafiector, Early Chidhood Center v rjte the names of the people on the back of the picture, and include your name separately
Mrs. Vicki Mailusic Director so the picture can be returned to you. You can also e-mail photos to
Mrs. Kathy Blaschifénancial Director historian@messiahkeller.org. If you have any questions, please contact Schel
Hoebelheinrich at (817) 379-1345 or schelann@gmail.com.

www.messiahkeller.or:
[ g] Make plans to attend our History Fair on November 6, 20110

Lutheran Hymn Festival MLCA/ ECC Dados

Pastor Kitzmann is working to start a MLCA/ECC Dad and
Granddaddés Club to help suppg
families. This new group is designed to present various
opportunities for Dads to pl
some very tangible ways, with a mixture of Father/Child

Events, Mini-Seminars and Special Service Projects.

For more information, contact Pastor Kitzmann:
817-431-2345, or pastorkitzmann@messiahkeller.org

A special thank you to our
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Members of Messiahos Adul kEEACHBRS , whe lovingly /
this yeards Lutheran Hymn Fegjme'oﬁzthaeirtim@andh(

Meyerson Symphony Center in Dallas on Sept. 19. talents each week to he|p
Back row: Anne Hayes, Ray Main, Luke Palmer. ful fill Chr i
Front row: Vicki Main, Sandy McDougall, Bridget
Palmer, Susan Holder.

rec
feed His sheep.
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