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Dying and Rising With Christ cont.

outward symbol of dying, but St.
Paul is not referring to a symbol here
in the text. He goes on to talk about
a REAL death that has taken place
through baptism, not a symbolical
death. He saysur old man was
crucified with Him that the body of
sin might be done away wi(Rom.
6:6). And he concludes thiaé who
has died has been freed from sin.
Paul is talking about a death that
actually produces a spiritual effect
on the baptized person. He is NOT
making the argument that since our
baptism symbolized death we ought
to use that symbol as inspiration to
break the power of sin in our life.
Does natural man only need a bit of
inspiration to break free of sin? Of
course not! The chains of sin can
only be broken by the power of God
who truly and in realiterucifiesthe
old man by uniting the sinner with
Christbés death i
spiritual death and burial, but not
mere symbolical.

n

We Christians need to realize that
God DID unite us with the death of
Christ when He brought us to
repentance and faith. Our old man
(sinful nature) was put to death with
Christ on the cross so that he no
longer reigns in our bodies. St. Paul
describes this fact as a reality rather
than an ideal or a hope. If the sinful
flesh now leads the members of the
body into sinful behavior, the cause
is not our helplessness but our
willingness to yield to it. If a slave
has been legally set free from a cruel
master it would be foolish and
absurd for that former slave to return
to the same conditions and life from
which he had been liberated. That is
how foolish it is for believers who
have died with Christ to continue
serving the lusts of the flesh as they
did when they were under the power
of sin. (Rom. 6:1). Rather than
serve sin Christians have the power

to suppress and kill the sinful nature
day by day, and they should use that
power aggressively (Rom. 8:13; Eph.
4:21-22).

Just as baptism unites us with the
death of Christ, so also it unites us
with the resurrection of Christ.

Christ died in the place of sinners so
that He might remove the guilt of sin
and destroy sinés
sinner. Christ rose from the dead
that He might restore us to newness
of Iife. The pow
resurrection has been communicated
to us in baptism. Just as our death
with Christ is a spiritual reality, so is
our resurrection with Christ. A
spiritual resurrection has occurred in
every believer. Through faith in
Christ a new man is created in
righteousness and holiness. This
new man is not like the corrupt flesh,
but created in
Christ to do good
works. The Holy
Spirit produces the
Godpleasing fruit
of love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness,
goodness,
faithfulness,
gentleness, and self
-control (Gal.

5:22).

This new man
should not be
ignored or
neglected so that
the power of the
resurrection
remains dormant in
this beli
St. Paul exhorts us
to walk in newness
of i fe.
biblical metaphor
for living the
Christian life of
obedience. St.

Paul encouraged the believers of
Ephesus to put their faith into
practice sayingWalk in a manner
worthy of the calling to which you
have been calle(Eph. 4:1). The
new man in every Christian is alive
and eager to do good works, but
Christians must be continually
prompted and encouraged to walk in
newness of life as those who are
risen from the dead and alive in
Christ.

So, as we approach another Holy
Week we cannot stand aside as
uninvolved spectators watching a
theater production. We are
intimately and deeply involved in
this story of death and resurrection,
for baptism has made it our own.

Blessings,

Pastor Huebel
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"A little leaven leavens the whole lump."

Where the Gospel is preached
and taught in it's truth and purity,
where the Sacraments are
administered according to Christ's
mandate and institution, there a
leaven is introduced into a people selfish natures, and say that it's
and culture, which begins to better for us to have the Gospel be
permeate and change that people anithat permeating leaven, since that is
culture, just as when a little yeast is true. Where the Gospel is at work,
introduced in a lump of dough, it making lives more Chridike, life
begins to permeate and change that becomes better for us, does it not?
lump of dough. The Gospel is a Wouldn't it be nice to not have to
good leaven, through which the lock our doors or our cars, because
Holy Spirit works in the lives of thievery is near neexistent?
people to make them ever more Wouldn't it be wonderful to be able
Christlike. Though we are never to let our kids loose at the park,
perfected in this life, nonetheless we without having to keep an eye on
are improved by the presence of the them every moment, for fear some
Holy Spirit and in our baptismal wretch will steal them away?
union with Christ. As the Apostle Wouldn't it be nice not to have to
said, "It is no longer | who live, but  worry about what our kids might
Christ who lives in me accidentally (or not so accidentally)

discover on TV or the internet?

Which leaven would we prefer to
have permeating our culture? |
would hope and pray that our
preference would be for the Gospel.
| suppose | could appeal to our more

It takes but a moment'’s glance to
notice that there is much in the
culture surrounding us that is not School of Grammar and Logic and
salutary or beneficial. Thereis a the Early Childhood Center. Five
growing callousness or even absence days a week, our children and the
of conscience. Provocative imagery children of people who are not
is everywhere around us, appealing members here are placed in the
to our basest nature. Pointless hands of Christian teachers who
vulgarity and crudity of language are
to be heard while we're trying to
have a meal at Mickie D's or
wandering about the Mall trying to
buy school clothes for the kids.
Magazine covers invite us indulge in
behavior from which we ought to
refrain, and advertisements entice us
to buy ever more "stuff,” stuff which
we never knew before that we
needed, but now we're told we can't
possibly live without. Devices that
used to be used for simple
communication (I hesitate to call
them "phones" anymore, because it
seems that that may be their least
used function) are now vehicles for
bullying and harassment and other
indecencies.

Here at Messiah we have the

them those virtues which are
consistent with the Gospel. The
Scriptures are opened up to them
and the Catechism is committed to
memory. And then they go out into
the world, little repositories of God's
word, in whom the leaven of the
Gospel is working not only to
permeate their own hearts and
minds, but those of others around
them. The leaven is allowed to go
forth and leaven the whole lump.

Maybe it's easy for us to think,
"My kids are grown and gone. |
don't have any vested interest in this
school anymore. It's not my
concern." Butitis, dear brothers
and sisters. If we live in this culture,

teach them the Gospel and model for

is it not important that we who are
ourselves leaven (whether we like it
or not!) do what we can to cause the
leaven of the Gospel to make its way
through our culture, not only for our
own sake, but for the sake of
everyone for whom Christ died? Of
all the things that we may choose to
support through our prayers, our
time, our talents, and our financial
resources, is not the Messiah
Lutheran Classical Academy among
the most worthy? There are no
doubt members of our own flock
here who would be hard pressed to
be able afford to send their children
to our school; indeed, for some it is
probably simply not possible. One
of the things that can be done to alter
that state of affairs is to financially
support tuition assistance to our own
brothers and sisters in the Lord, that
their children may be able to enjoy
the blessed fruits of a classical,
Christian education. They are, in
fact, family, since they and we have
all been adopted into one great
family as the sons and daughters of
God, the brothers and sisters of
Christ Jesus.

Once again, | solicit your prayers
on behalf of the MLCA, specifically
this month that the Academy be a
good leaven among our children and
the children of our community, and
that God lead us to be a leaven
ourselves, supporting the ministry of
the Academy so that children who
may not otherwise have the financial
means to attend may be able to do so
because of our gifts

The peace of Christ be with us
all.

Stephen Inglehart,
School Board Chairman
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POBLO

People of the Book Lutheran Outreach

God heard Karimds c
and reached out to him. (Gen

1:17) In 1991 he was baptized

and married into the Christian

faith. In May 2005, Karim

completed his final course at

Concordia Theological Seminary

(Ft. Wayne) and was ordained and
installed as a Missionary at Large

in the Texas district of the LCMS.

Our name, People of the Book, is

the original name Muslims calll
Christians in the
those who believe not in Allah nor
the last day...nor acknowledge the
religion of truth (the Qu’ran), from
the People of the Book (Surah

9:29).

People of the Book Lutheran
Outreach (POBLO), is a Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod mission

society dedicated to reaching Rev. Karim Baidaoui,
Muslims both domestically and Director of Missions, leads OUR MISSION STATEMENT:
internationally. It is our goal to POBLO-TEXAS in fARe GR%a}%Hin@, & eaching and Living
raise up spiritual leaders among Muslims and Making Disciples among our Muslim neighbors
Muslims and establish Christ- of the Cross frogyh klng dqg@pqegd;tﬂes . 0
}[/;/]orshiping communities within | shmael Means fiG&@ss oAl Nagons

em.

d Gen. 16:11

Facing the Giant of Islam at Home
Rmmmmas BY PLANTING Churches of All Nations From Within

Preaching and Teaching the power of His Word and the Holy salvation of everyone who
Word of God: Rev. Karim Spirit transforms Muslims from believesé . For in the gospel a
Baidaoui has been preaching the slaves of Allah into Children of righteousness from God is

Word of God and t éabdsbeergthe dstpartanrhis revealed, a righteousness that is
in the Light of t joeney®fFaiths 0 Se mi n ar by faith from first to last, just as it
in many different Lutheran Go e 6 is written: "The righteous will live
congregations. This Seminar y by faith." Rom 1:16-17

helped him realize that the church ~ We Christians believe that

obrihteaiiioretid {Eoh 2:8). because of His grace.
) : Why a Lutheran Mission?
Mus !l i m neé aphanwmes ¢Eph 2:8), because of His grace y

who does not take his cross and alone, and thru Jesus death and N
follow me is not worthy of me. resurrection alone. But, there is We hold out Athe W
Matthew 10:38 another blessing besides the gift because itis for all. We build

_ _ of faith, which is the gift of going relationships and are ready to
Rev. Karim also works in the and making disciples of the speak the hope that is within us.
mission field reaching, teaching, Cross from all Nations . Ohwhat  YWe answer questions and use
and connecting Muslims to the a privilege this is! Therefore like every opportunity to share what
Cross of Christ. He shares the the apostdmeotPaul weghave seen and heard. Once
Gospel with many Muslims, ashamed of the Gospel, because " we were in darkness, but now
watching how our loving God in it is the power of God fc;r the that we are people of light, we
His Son Jesus and through the can only shine for Him.

POBLO-TX at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
7611 Park Lane Dallas, TX 75225 (214) 368-1371 poblotx@gmail.com  www.poblotexas.org
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Sing to the Lord a New Song: from Vicki Main, Music Director

Our next new hymn we will be
singing/learning is LSB 597
Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying

The text was written b$tephen
P. Starkeborn in 1955. On his
blog, he describes himself in the

musician since being appointed organist of Dying to Live, the Power of
Peace Lutheran Church, Cincinnati, Ohio, ForgivenesgCPH). In one of the

at age eight. Best known for his creative  chapters, he was making the point

hymn interpretations, he regularly performs of how the means of grace are

recitals and hymn festivals across the Godbés way of bri

United States. dying world. That seminal
Blersch is also an active composer; over  thought sparked the hymn, as well

foll owi ng |maaen n e rfifty of his compositions and collections as the Scripture passage from 1

been a pastor in the Lutheran
ChurchMissouri Synod since
1983, having served at St. John
(Mayfair) Chicago, Illinois (1983
1985), Grace, Middletown,
Connecticut (1982000), and St.
John (Amelith) Bay City,

Michigan (2000present). | am
interested in promoting Christ
centered hymnody for the sake of
the Church in our day and for the
years to come. The German
words "starke Kirchenlieder"
mean "strong Church songs." |
believe that we live in a time

when the Church will greatly
benefit from reembracing her
hymnic and liturgical heritage, for
it is indeed a rich treasure of

whi ch all Chri st
our hymnal we have been blessed
with approximately 32 hymn texts
with Pastor Star
attached to them. [See page 1019
in the hymnal for a complete

l isting.] One of
experiences with a Starke hymn
text wasWe Praise You and
Acknowledge YouSB 941.

The tune for this hymn was
written byJeffrey N. Blersch

born in 1967. He is the Organ
Professor at Concordia

University, Nebraska. Jeffrey
Blersch is a graduate of the
Oberlin College Conservatory of
Music where he received degrees
in organ performance and music
education, and of the University
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, where

he earned the Doctor of Musical
Arts in Organ Performance.
Blersch has been an active church

are published exclusively with Concordia  John 5:68. The text begins with
Publishing House and four of his original  the Scripture passage, has three

hymn tunes are included utheran stanzas on the means of gréace
Service BookLSB 597, 612, 925, 963]. Holy Baptism, Holy Communion,
God o6 s i @dtheh a
Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying recapitulation of stanza 1 with a
slight variation to state that not
1 Water, blood, and Spirit crying, only did Christ defy death, He
By their witness testifying defeated it. In Christ and
To the One whose deattefying empowered by His Spirit working
Life has come, with life for all. through the means of grace, we

share His deathlefying and death

n ¢

21ln a watodéry grave aored ebauriineggd vi ct ory

All our sins that Jesus carried;
Christ, the Ark of Life, has ferried There is so much to study, ponder
Us across deat hos andangédrsiagd inftHese &ive .
stanzas. Each one could be used
3 Dark the way, yet Christ precedes us, as an individual devotion/Bible

Past the scowl of death He leads us; study. May your Lenten season be

Spreads a table where He feeds us  n enriched in learninyVater, Blood,
With His body and His blood. and Spirit Crying

4 Though around us death is seething, . _
God, His tweedged sword unsheathing, Ed. Note: Dying to Liveby Harold
By His Spirit life is breathing Senkbeil is available in our church
L . library. 248.4 SEN
Through the living, active Word.

5 Spirit, water, blood entreating,
Working faith and its completing
In the One whose deattefeating Easter Orchestra: If you
Life has come, with life for all. have an instrument and would be
© 1999 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn mtereSted. in playing W.Ith some of
License .NET, no. 100011963, our other instrumentalists at the
late service on Easter morning,
Sunday, April 24, at 10:45am,
On his blog, Rev. Starke explained this then please come see me for

hymn in the foll owi rngsicnvéemwil kerplaying foripre s

particular text was not written with a tune  service and the opening hymn.
in mind, which is the usual way in which |  Rehearsal will be on Maundy
write a text. That provides a certain Thursday, April 21, immediately
freedom that is not there when one has a following the Seder meal. Music
tune in mind. This text was inspired by Hal for most all instrumentation can

Senkbeil 6s book on tbh&ascommodated Vedi gr ac e
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Page 1 of TX District LWML Mission Grants newsletter. Our Braille Center received a start-up grant.
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